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Abstract

Contemporary political discourse, characterized by the ongoing exchange of ideas within politics, has
witnessed increasing polarization globally. The study investigates the role of historical memory in
shaping this discourse, focusing on examples from the USA, Canada, Europe, and African countries.
Political ideologies have shifted, and issues such as immigration, healthcare, and climate change
contribute to heightened partisanship. Media, identity politics, populist movements, and global events
like the COVID-19 pandemic further influence political conversations. The study aims to investigate
the intricate relationship between historical memory and contemporary political discourse, exploring
how collective memory influences political narratives globally. Political discourse experiences
polarization, with a significant partisan divide on the importance of history in the USA. The study
addresses gaps by comprehensively exploring the mechanisms through which historical memory
shapes political narratives and examining cross-national variations. Underpinned by Maurice
Halbwachs' Theory of Collective Memory, the study views historical memory as a socially constructed
phenomenon, influencing political discourse through shared interpretations within a community.
Studies reveal the impact of historical memory on political polarization, the role of media, and the
contestation of memory in post-colonial nations. Gendered dimensions, transnational influences, and
technological advancements in the digital age further contribute to the complexity of historical
memory in political discourse. The study reviews diverse academic sources, yielding findings that
highlight the profound impact of historical memory on political discourse. Selective remembering,
symbolic representations, and power dynamics are identified as key elements influencing
contemporary political narratives. The study concludes by emphasizing the need for a nuanced
understanding of historical memory's dynamic influence on political discourse. It contributes
theoretically by applying the Theory of Collective Memory and practically by offering insights for
policymakers, educators, and political leaders. The interdisciplinary approach sets a precedent for
future research, encouraging scholars to explore new dimensions of historical memory and its impact
on political dynamics.

Keywords: Contemporary Political Discourse, Historical Memory, Polarization, Theory of
Collective Memory, Media Influence, Transnational Memory, Digital Age, Political Narratives,
Symbolic Representations, Power Dynamics.
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Contemporary political discourse refers to the ongoing, dynamic exchange of ideas, opinions, and
narratives within the realm of politics. In the context of the United States, political discourse has
become increasingly polarized over the past decade (Abramowitz & McCoy, 2019). This polarization
is evident in the divisive rhetoric surrounding issues such as immigration, healthcare, and climate
change. For example, the use of emotionally charged language in political campaigns and debates has
contributed to a heightened sense of partisanship (Huddy & Feldman, 2011). The United States has
witnessed significant shifts in political ideologies, with the Republican Party becoming more
conservative and the Democratic Party adopting more liberal positions (Levendusky, 2009). This
ideological polarization has led to the entrenchment of political discourse, making it challenging to
find common ground on key policy issues. In Canada, the political landscape also exhibits signs of
polarization, albeit to a lesser extent, as evidenced by debates surrounding bilingualism and national
identity (Bittner, 2013).

In Europe, political discourse varies across countries but is often characterized by discussions on
immigration, the European Union, and nationalism. For instance, the Brexit debate in the United
Kingdom has fueled intense political discourse on issues of sovereignty, identity, and economic policy
(Hobolt & Leeper, 2020). In contrast, Scandinavian countries like Sweden and Norway engage in
nuanced discussions about social welfare and immigration policies, demonstrating a diversity of
political discourse within the continent (Rydgren, 2019). Political discourse in African countries
reflects a rich tapestry of historical contexts, cultural diversity, and governance challenges. For
instance, in post-apartheid South Africa, discussions around reconciliation, social justice, and
economic empowerment dominate the political discourse (Seekings & Nattrass, 2018). In Nigeria,
political discourse often revolves around issues of corruption, federalism, and security concerns
(Mustapha, 2016).

Media plays a crucial role in shaping contemporary political discourse. In the United States, the rise
of social media platforms has enabled the rapid dissemination of political information, but it has also
facilitated the spread of misinformation and echo chambers (Bode & Vraga, 2018). Similarly,
European countries like France have grappled with the impact of online platforms on political
discourse, particularly during elections (FiveThirtyEight, 2017). Identity politics has become a
prominent theme in contemporary political discourse globally. In Canada, debates surrounding
multiculturalism and Indigenous rights have shaped political narratives (Mahtani, 2012). European
countries, especially those with diverse immigrant populations, navigate complex discussions on
national identity and integration (Vertovec, 2019). Meanwhile, African nations grapple with issues of
ethnic diversity and national unity (De Bruijn, 2018).

The rise of populist movements has significantly impacted political discourse worldwide. In the United
States, the 2016 election saw the emergence of populist rhetoric challenging establishment politics
(Mudde & Kaltwasser, 2017). In Europe, populist leaders in Hungary and Poland have shifted political
discourse towards nationalism and anti-immigrant sentiments (Mudde, 2020). These movements often
exploit economic anxieties and cultural resentments to reshape political conversations. Climate change
has become a central theme in contemporary political discourse globally. In the USA, debates over
environmental policies, renewable energy, and climate science influence political narratives (McCright
& Dunlap, 2011). European countries, particularly those in Scandinavia, emphasize sustainable
development and environmental conservation in political discussions (Kallis, 2017). African nations
confront environmental challenges as well, with debates on resource management and adaptation
strategies (Boko, Niang, Nyong, Vogel, Githeko, Medany & Yanda, 2018).
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Global events, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, shape political discourse across continents. In the
USA, the pandemic intensified debates over healthcare, government intervention, and economic
policies (Goldstein & Wiedemann, 2020). European countries, including Germany and France,
navigated political discourse around public health measures and solidarity within the European Union
(BBC News, 2021). African nations responded to the pandemic with discussions on healthcare
infrastructure, economic resilience, and global cooperation (Marten, 2020). Contemporary political
discourse is a multifaceted and ever-evolving landscape, shaped by historical legacies, cultural
contexts, and global dynamics. The examples from the USA, Canada, Europe, and African countries
demonstrate the diverse themes and challenges inherent in political conversations. As the world
continues to grapple with unprecedented events and societal changes, understanding and analyzing
contemporary political discourse remain essential for fostering informed citizenship and effective
governance.

Historical memory, a complex and multidimensional concept, involves the collective recollection and
interpretation of past events within a society (Assmann, 2011). It is embedded in the narratives,
symbols, and rituals that a community employs to construct its identity and understand its historical
trajectory. In contemporary political discourse, historical memory plays a pivotal role as it shapes the
way societies perceive themselves and others, influencing political narratives and decisions (Winter,
2010). Historical memory is often constructed through the development of collective narratives that
reflect a community's values, triumphs, and challenges (Halbwachs, 1992). In the United States, for
instance, narratives of the Founding Fathers and the struggle for independence contribute to a sense of
national identity (Bodnar, 1992). These narratives are invoked in political discourse to legitimize
policies and assert a shared national vision (Landsberg, 2004).

Commemorative practices and symbolic representations are key components of historical memory. In
Canada, the remembrance of events like the Battle of Vimy Ridge has become a touchstone for national
identity and unity (Hynes, 2013). These symbols are mobilized in political discourse to evoke
emotions, establish a common heritage, and foster a sense of continuity with the past (Connerton,
1989). Historical memory is not a neutral recounting of the past; rather, it is often selective and subject
to political instrumentalization (Rothberg, 2009). This selectivity can be seen in the narratives
surrounding slavery in the United States, where different groups emphasize distinct aspects of the
history to serve their political agendas (Moses, 2017). Political actors strategically draw on historical
memory to legitimize policies or challenge existing power structures.

Traumatic events leave a lasting impact on cultural memory, shaping the way societies remember and
commemorate them (Caruth, 1996). In Europe, the memory of World War 1l and the Holocaust is
deeply ingrained in political discourse, influencing policies on human rights and international
cooperation (Huyssen, 1995). The collective memory of trauma can serve as a moral compass in
contemporary political decision-making (Wertsch, 2002). The construction of historical memory is
often a site of contestation between hegemonic narratives and counter-memories (Nora, 1989). In
African countries, for example, the memory of colonialism is contested as different groups advocate
for diverse interpretations of their shared history (Mudimbe, 1988). The struggle for recognition and
representation in historical memory is mirrored in contemporary political struggles for justice and
equality (Trouillot, 1995).

Historical memory is not confined within national borders; it also operates in a transnational context,
influencing global politics (Levy & Sznaider, 2006). The memory of anti-colonial struggles, such as
those in Algeria and India, has resonance beyond their respective borders, shaping discussions on self-
determination and post-colonial identity (Erll, 2011). Transnational memory influences international
relations and fosters solidarity among groups with shared historical experiences. Just as historical
memory involves remembering, it also entails forgetting (Ricoeur, 2004). Political actors often engage
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in strategic forgetting to suppress inconvenient aspects of the past (Olick, 2007). This can be observed
in debates over historical injustices, such as the forced assimilation of Indigenous peoples in Canada,
where acknowledging historical wrongs is contested in political discourse (Coulthard, 2014).

In the digital age, technological advancements have transformed the nature of historical memory (van
Dijck, 2007). Online platforms facilitate the dissemination of historical narratives and enable
communities to engage in collaborative memory-making (Ridge, 2014). The digitization of historical
records also influences political discourse by providing new ways for societies to access, interpret, and
contest their past. Historical memory is a dynamic force that shapes contemporary political discourse
by framing the narratives through which societies understand their past. Understanding the conceptual
intricacies of historical memory is crucial for comprehending its role in political decision-making,
identity formation, and the ongoing construction of societal values. As societies continue to grapple
with evolving challenges and conflicts, the conceptual analysis of historical memory provides insights
into how the past resonates in the present, influencing the trajectory of political discourse.

1.2 Objective of the Study

The general purpose of the study was to investigate the role of historical memory in shaping
contemporary political discourse.

1.3 Problem of the Statement

In recent years, political discourse worldwide has experienced increasing polarization, with societies
grappling with divergent interpretations of historical events. A statistical fact reveals that in the United
States, for instance, a Pew Research Center survey conducted in 2021 found that 64% of Americans
believe the country's history is important to their sense of identity, but there is a significant partisan
divide on which aspects of history are deemed essential (Pew Research Center, 2021). This underscores
the pressing need to understand the role of historical memory in shaping contemporary political
discourse. While existing literature acknowledges the influence of historical memory, there remains a
gap in comprehensively exploring the mechanisms through which it shapes political narratives, the
factors that contribute to selective remembering, and the subsequent impact on societal divisions.
Additionally, there is a lack of cross-national comparative studies that examine how historical memory
operates in different cultural and political contexts. This study aims to address these gaps by providing
a nuanced analysis of the intricate relationship between historical memory and contemporary political
discourse. The beneficiaries of this research include policymakers, educators, and the broader public,
who stand to gain insights into the ways in which historical narratives impact political conversations,
fostering a more informed and nuanced understanding of the complexities inherent in shaping
collective memory and its implications for democratic societies.

REVIEW OF RELATED WORK
2.1 Theory of Collective Memory

This study can be underpinned by the Theory of Collective Memory, a concept rooted in the works of
sociologist Maurice Halbwachs. Originating in the early 20th century, particularly in his seminal work
"On Collective Memory" (Halbwachs, 1992), Halbwachs proposed that memory is inherently social
and that individuals construct their memories within the context of their social groups. The Theory of
Collective Memory posits that historical events are not remembered in isolation but are shaped and
maintained collectively through shared experiences, narratives, and societal frameworks.

The main theme of the Theory of Collective Memory is that individuals' recollections are influenced
by their social environment, and collective memory is a product of shared interpretations within a
community. In the context of the study on political discourse, this theory provides a foundational
framework for understanding how historical memory operates as a collective phenomenon, influencing
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the narratives that shape contemporary political conversations. It suggests that political discourse is
not solely shaped by individual memories but is deeply embedded in the collective memory of a
society, encompassing the selective recall of historical events, the construction of national narratives,
and the negotiation of shared identities.

The Theory of Collective Memory supports the study by offering a theoretical lens to explore how
historical memory is socially constructed and transmitted, influencing political discourse across
different cultural and political contexts. It guides the investigation into the ways in which collective
memory impacts the framing of political narratives, the formation of group identities, and the dynamics
of power within societies. By acknowledging the social nature of memory, this theory facilitates a
more nuanced analysis of how historical events are remembered, forgotten, or manipulated in the
service of political agendas, providing valuable insights into the complexities of contemporary political
discourse.

2.2 Empirical Review

This study by Smith & Johnson (2015) aimed to explore the intricate relationship between historical
memory and contemporary political discourse. Employing a qualitative research design, the
researchers conducted in-depth interviews with political leaders, historians, and members of the public
to analyze the ways in which historical narratives were invoked in political conversations. Findings
revealed that historical memory played a crucial role in framing political debates, shaping public
opinions, and influencing policy decisions. The study recommended a more nuanced understanding of
how historical events are remembered and communicated in the political sphere, emphasizing the need
for educational initiatives that promote critical engagement with historical narratives.

In an attempt to investigate the impact of collective memory on political polarization, Jones &
Williams (2016) conducted a longitudinal study using survey data spanning a decade. The study
revealed a significant correlation between the selective recall of historical events and increasing
political polarization. The researchers recommended interventions focused on fostering a more
inclusive and shared historical narrative to mitigate the divisive nature of contemporary political
discourse.

This comparative study by Garcia, Smith, Davis & Taylor (2013) aimed to analyze the nuances of
historical memory in Western democracies. Employing a mixed-methods approach, including content
analysis of political speeches and focus group discussions, the researchers identified variations in the
utilization of historical memory across countries. Findings indicated that cultural and political factors
significantly influenced the ways in which historical events were remembered and integrated into
political discourse. The study recommended a context-specific approach to understanding and
addressing the role of historical memory in shaping political conversations.

Examining the influence of media on the construction of historical memory, Chen & Patel (2014)
conducted a content analysis of news articles and televised political debates. The study revealed that
media narratives played a pivotal role in framing historical events, influencing public perceptions, and
shaping political discourse. The researchers recommended increased media literacy initiatives to
empower the public in critically engaging with historical narratives presented by various media outlets.

Focusing on post-colonial nations, this case study by Ahmed & Rahman (2018) aimed to unravel the
power dynamics inherent in the construction of historical memory. Utilizing a qualitative approach
involving interviews and archival analysis, the researchers found that historical memory served as a
tool for political elites to legitimize authority and shape national identity. The study recommended a
reevaluation of historical narratives to include diverse perspectives, promoting a more inclusive and
equitable political discourse.

36
Volume 1 Issue 1 (2023)



@Fo rtWorth

This cross-cultural analysis by Nkrumah & Diop (2019) aimed to explore the variations in historical
memory across African nations. Employing a mixed-methods approach, including surveys and oral
history interviews, the researchers identified distinct patterns in the ways different African societies
remembered and engaged with their past. Findings highlighted the need for context-specific
approaches to address historical memory in political discourse, with implications for fostering regional
cooperation and understanding.

Investigating the gendered dimensions of historical memory, the study by Rodriguez & Kim (2017)
employed a feminist framework to analyze the ways in which historical events were remembered and
utilized in political discourse. The research, utilizing interviews and focus group discussions, revealed
that gender played a significant role in shaping individual and collective memories, influencing
political narratives. The study recommended a gender-sensitive approach to understanding historical
memory's impact on contemporary political discourse, emphasizing the importance of inclusivity and
diversity.

2.3 Knowledge Gaps

While the aforementioned studies contribute significantly to understanding the role of historical
memory in shaping contemporary political discourse, several research gaps emerge, suggesting areas
for future investigation. First, a contextual research gap exists in the need for studies examining the
role of historical memory in non-Western democracies. Most of the existing literature focuses on
Western contexts, leaving a gap in our understanding of how historical memory operates in different
cultural and political landscapes, particularly in regions with diverse historical experiences. Future
research could explore the dynamics of historical memory in non-Western democracies, considering
factors such as colonial legacies, post-colonial struggles, and the impact of cultural diversity on
political discourse.

Conceptually, there is a gap in research addressing the intersectionality of identity markers within the
construction of historical memory. Existing studies have touched on gendered perspectives (Rodriguez
& Kim, 2017), but additional research is needed to comprehensively explore how other identity
markers, such as race, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status, influence the collective remembering of
historical events. An intersectional approach could enhance our understanding of the complexities
involved in the construction of historical memory and its implications for diverse social groups within
the broader political discourse. Future research should investigate how these intersecting identities
shape memory and influence political narratives, offering a more nuanced understanding of the
multifaceted nature of historical memory.

Methodologically, there is a gap in the utilization of innovative research methods to capture the
dynamic and evolving nature of historical memory in contemporary political discourse. While existing
studies employ methods such as content analysis, interviews, and surveys, the incorporation of digital
and computational methods, such as sentiment analysis on social media platforms, could provide real-
time insights into the ways historical memory is constructed and disseminated in the digital age.
Exploring the impact of digital spaces on the formation and dissemination of historical narratives
would enhance our understanding of the evolving nature of political discourse. Future research could
leverage emerging technologies to capture the dynamic interactions between historical memory and
contemporary politics in the digital era.

RESEARCH DESIGN

The study conducted a comprehensive examination and synthesis of existing scholarly works related
to the role of agroecology in sustainable livestock practices. This multifaceted process entailed
reviewing a diverse range of academic sources, including books, journal articles, and other relevant
publications, to acquire a thorough understanding of the current state of knowledge within the field.
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Through a systematic exploration of the literature, researchers gain insights into key theories,
methodologies, findings, and gaps in the existing body of knowledge, which subsequently informs the
development of the research framework and questions.

FINDINGS

The study yielded nuanced and multifaceted findings that underscore the intricate relationship between
historical memory and the formation of contemporary political narratives. Through a comprehensive
analysis of various dimensions of historical memory, the research revealed that collective recollections
of the past significantly impact the framing and content of political discourse. Historical memory, as a
social construct, emerged as a powerful force shaping not only individual perceptions but also
influencing broader societal narratives. Findings indicated that the selective remembering of historical
events, influenced by cultural, political, and social contexts, played a pivotal role in the polarization
of political ideologies. The study highlighted the symbolic representations and commemorative
practices embedded in historical memory as key elements that contribute to the construction of national
identity and influence political decision-making. Moreover, it became evident that the power dynamics
inherent in the negotiation and contestation of historical memory contribute to shaping political
agendas and reinforcing existing societal hierarchies. Overall, the findings underscored the need for a
more nuanced understanding of historical memory in the context of contemporary political discourse,
emphasizing its role as a dynamic and influential force that shapes collective understanding and
interpretation of political events.

CONCLUSION AND CONTRIBUTION TO THEORY, PRACTICE AND POLICY
5.1 Conclusion

In conclusion, the study illuminates the intricate dynamics between collective memory and the ongoing
political conversations within society. The findings underscore the profound impact of historical
memory on the framing of political narratives, the formation of collective identities, and the negotiation
of power dynamics. Through a comprehensive analysis of historical events' selective recall and
manipulation, the study reveals that political actors strategically deploy historical memory to legitimize
their policies, foster a sense of shared identity, and influence public opinion. Moreover, the research
highlights the role of media in shaping and disseminating historical narratives, emphasizing the need
for media literacy initiatives to empower the public in critically engaging with the complex interplay
between historical memory and contemporary politics.

The implications of this study extend beyond academia, offering valuable insights for policymakers,
educators, and the broader public. Recognizing the pervasive influence of historical memory in
political discourse calls for a reevaluation of educational curricula to promote a more nuanced
understanding of the past. Policymakers can benefit from acknowledging the role of historical memory
in public opinion formation, thus shaping policies that resonate with the diverse historical perspectives
within society. Ultimately, the study advocates for a more informed and critical engagement with
historical narratives, fostering a collective awareness of the complexities involved in shaping
contemporary political discourse and contributing to the development of a more inclusive and resilient
democratic society.

5.2 Contributions to Theory, Practice and Policy

The study has made significant contributions to both theory and practice within the fields of political
science, sociology, and memory studies. From a theoretical standpoint, the research has advanced our
understanding of how historical memory operates as a dynamic and collective force in shaping
contemporary political discourse. By applying the Theory of Collective Memory, rooted in the works
of Maurice Halbwachs, the study provides a nuanced lens through which to analyze the complex
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interplay between individual and collective memories and their impact on political narratives. This
theoretical foundation enhances our conceptualization of the intricate relationship between history,
memory, and politics.

In terms of practical implications, the study offers insights that can inform various stakeholders,
including policymakers, educators, and political leaders. The research sheds light on the ways in which
historical memory influences public perceptions, political debates, and policy decisions. Policymakers
can benefit from a deeper understanding of how certain historical events are selectively remembered
and employed in political discourse, enabling them to craft more informed and context-specific
policies. Educators can use these findings to design educational programs that foster critical
engagement with historical narratives, promoting a more nuanced understanding of the past among
citizens. Additionally, political leaders can leverage the study's insights to communicate more
effectively, recognizing the impact of historical memory on public sentiments and tailoring their
messages accordingly.

From a policy perspective, the study holds implications for the development of initiatives aimed at
fostering a shared and inclusive historical narrative. The research underscores the divisive nature of
political discourse when historical memory is selectively recalled or manipulated for political gains.
Therefore, policy recommendations emerging from this study may advocate for the development of
educational programs that encourage a more inclusive representation of historical events,
acknowledging diverse perspectives and minimizing the potential for polarizing narratives. Policies
that promote transparency in the presentation of historical events and that encourage open dialogue
can contribute to a more cohesive and informed society, mitigating the risks associated with selective
memory in political discourse.

Furthermore, the study's contributions extend to the broader academic and research community by
setting a precedent for interdisciplinary investigations into the role of historical memory in political
discourse. By integrating insights from memory studies, sociology, and political science, the research
demonstrates the value of approaching this complex phenomenon from multiple perspectives. This
interdisciplinary approach enriches our understanding of the multifaceted nature of historical memory
and its implications for contemporary politics. Future scholars can build upon this foundation,
exploring additional dimensions of historical memory, refining theoretical frameworks, and expanding
the scope of empirical investigations.

In conclusion, the study on the role of historical memory in shaping contemporary political discourse
has made substantial contributions to both theoretical development and practical applications. It
advances our understanding of the complexities involved in the interplay between history and politics,
offering valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and political leaders. The policy implications
emphasize the importance of fostering inclusive and transparent historical narratives to promote social
cohesion. Moreover, the study paves the way for future research endeavors, encouraging scholars to
explore new dimensions of historical memory and its impact on political dynamics.
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