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Abstract 

In the face of escalating climate change challenges, this study delves into the pivotal role that 

environmental law plays in mitigating and adapting to the global crisis, offering a comprehensive 

examination of its effectiveness in fostering sustainable practices and combating the adverse impacts 

on our planet. The primary purpose of this study was to investigate the role of environmental law in 

addressing climate change. The study was anchored on the Environmental Governance Theory. The 

study conducted a comprehensive examination and synthesis of existing scholarly works related to the 

role of environmental law in addressing climate change. This multifaceted process entailed reviewing 

a diverse range of academic sources, including books, journal articles, and other relevant 

publications, to acquire a thorough understanding of the current state of knowledge within the field. 

Through a systematic exploration of the literature, researchers gain insights into key theories, 

methodologies, findings, and gaps in the existing body of knowledge, which subsequently informs the 

development of the research framework and questions. The study presents a thorough analysis of the 

multifaceted relationship between environmental law and climate change mitigation. Findings reveal 

the pivotal role of environmental laws in shaping mitigation strategies globally, with effectiveness 

influenced by factors such as political commitment and socio-economic contexts. The research 

underscores the importance of a comprehensive and enforceable legal framework for successful 

climate change mitigation. It advocates for tailored legal approaches considering regional variations 

and emphasizes international cooperation. The study concludes by encouraging a holistic, 

interdisciplinary approach to environmental law, highlighting its dynamic nature and potential for 

significant contributions to global climate change mitigation efforts. In terms of contributions, the 

study enriches environmental governance theory, provides practical insights for policy and practice, 

and fosters interdisciplinary understanding. It identifies areas for future research, promoting ongoing 

efforts to address climate challenges through effective legal frameworks. 
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INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background of the Study 

Addressing climate change is a complex and urgent global challenge that requires comprehensive 

strategies, including the effective implementation of environmental law. In the United States, the 

impact of environmental law on climate change has been a subject of scholarly research and practical 

policy considerations. For instance, the Clean Air Act has played a crucial role in regulating 

greenhouse gas emissions, contributing to the reduction of pollutants that exacerbate climate change 

(Levi, 2012). Additionally, the enforcement of the Clean Power Plan under the Obama administration 

aimed to limit carbon emissions from power plants, showcasing the potential impact of regulatory 

frameworks on mitigating climate change (Osofsky & Carlson, 2017). 

The role of environmental law in addressing climate change extends beyond federal regulations to 

include state-level initiatives. States like California have implemented stringent environmental laws to 

combat climate change, exemplified by the Global Warming Solutions Act (AB 32). This legislation 

set ambitious targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, demonstrating how subnational legal 

frameworks can contribute significantly to addressing climate change (Dernbach, 2017). The impact 

of such state-level policies is noteworthy, as they complement and sometimes even surpass federal 

efforts, showcasing the importance of a multi-level governance approach in addressing climate change 

(Craig, 2018). 

Apart from regulatory measures, legal frameworks also impact climate change through litigation and 

judicial decisions. Lawsuits, such as those against fossil fuel companies for climate-related damages, 

highlight the role of the legal system in holding entities accountable for contributing to climate change 

(Franta, 2021). Furthermore, legal actions can prompt policy changes, as seen in the Juliana v. United 

States case, where young activists sued the federal government for failing to address climate change 

adequately (Wood, 2020). These legal battles illustrate how the judiciary can be a potent force in 

compelling climate action. While the impact of environmental law on addressing climate change is 

evident, ongoing research continues to refine our understanding of the effectiveness of specific legal 

mechanisms. Scholars are exploring innovative legal approaches, such as the use of property rights 

and market-based instruments, to incentivize sustainable practices and mitigate climate risks (Gayer, 

Oyez & Torens, 2019). As the legal landscape evolves, ongoing evaluation and adaptation of 

environmental laws are essential to ensure their efficacy in addressing the dynamic challenges of 

climate change. 

In Canada, for instance, the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change serves 

as a prominent example of a policy initiative aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions and fostering 

sustainable development (Government of Canada, 2016). This framework demonstrates how 

legislative measures can impact the trajectory of climate change by setting emission reduction targets 

and promoting the adoption of clean technologies. The impact of environmental law on addressing 

climate change extends beyond national policies to regional and local initiatives. Provinces within 

Canada have implemented their own environmental regulations, contributing to the broader national 

effort. For instance, British Columbia has enacted the Clean Energy Act, which not only addresses 

carbon emissions but also promotes the development of renewable energy sources (Government of 

British Columbia, 2015). This decentralized approach highlights the versatility of environmental law 

in addressing climate change at various levels, emphasizing the need for both national and subnational 

efforts to combat the global crisis. 

Furthermore, the legal framework's impact on climate change is closely tied to international 

agreements and collaborations. Canada is a signatory to the Paris Agreement, a global initiative aimed 

at limiting global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels (UNFCCC, 



 

46 
 

2015). The commitments made by Canada in this agreement are reflected in its domestic environmental 

laws, demonstrating the interconnectedness of international and national efforts to combat climate 

change. The alignment between national legislation and international agreements underscores the role 

of legal instruments in fostering a coordinated and cohesive response to a complex, transboundary 

issue. 

However, challenges persist in ensuring the effectiveness of environmental laws in addressing climate 

change. Implementation gaps, inconsistent enforcement, and evolving scientific understanding pose 

ongoing challenges. A study by Smith, Davis & Creutzig (2018) found that despite Canada's 

commitment to reducing emissions, achieving the outlined targets remains a complex task due to these 

challenges. This underscores the need for ongoing research and policy refinement to strengthen the 

impact of environmental law on addressing climate change. Overall, the evolving landscape of climate 

policy in Canada and its interconnectedness with global initiatives emphasize the ongoing role of legal 

frameworks in shaping responses to this urgent and complex issue. 

Numerous studies have highlighted the critical role of environmental regulations in mitigating and 

adapting to climate change globally. European countries have been at the forefront of implementing 

progressive environmental policies, showcasing significant impacts on climate change mitigation. For 

instance, the European Union's Emission Trading System (EU ETS) has been a pivotal instrument in 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions by setting limits on carbon dioxide output and fostering cleaner 

technologies (European Environment Agency, 2020). This demonstrates how well-structured 

environmental laws can be instrumental in achieving tangible outcomes in the fight against climate 

change. 

Countries in Europe have been exemplary in integrating environmental law into their climate change 

mitigation strategies. For instance, Germany's Energiewende, or energy transition, is a comprehensive 

policy framework that combines legislation, subsidies, and technology advancement to transition the 

country towards a more sustainable and low-carbon energy system (Betz, Göke, Löffler & von 

Hirschhausen, 2017). The impact of such policies is evident in the substantial increase in renewable 

energy generation, reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, and the creation of a robust green economy. 

Additionally, Sweden's carbon tax and ambitious renewable energy targets have positioned the country 

as a leader in climate action (Skovgaard, 2020). These examples underscore the positive correlation 

between well-crafted environmental laws and the tangible impacts on addressing climate change in 

European nations. 

In Africa, environmental law has become increasingly vital in the context of climate change adaptation 

and mitigation. For example, the African Union's Agenda 2063 emphasizes sustainable development 

and environmental conservation, aligning with global efforts to combat climate change (African Union 

Commission, 2014). Nations like Kenya have enacted comprehensive environmental legislation, such 

as the Environmental Management and Coordination Act, to address climate-related challenges 

(Government of Kenya, 2015). These legal frameworks aim to regulate land use, deforestation, and 

promote renewable energy sources. However, challenges persist in implementing and enforcing these 

laws, and the impact on addressing climate change in Africa remains a dynamic and evolving area of 

research (Osofsky, 2012). 

Several African nations have experienced the tangible impact of environmental law on climate change 

mitigation. For instance, South Africa's Climate Change Response Policy and the associated legal 

instruments have contributed to the reduction of carbon emissions and the promotion of renewable 

energy sources (Republic of South Africa, 2011). Additionally, Nigeria's National Environmental 

Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency (NESREA) Act has played a crucial role in regulating 

environmental activities and promoting sustainable practices (NESREA, 2007). These case studies 
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exemplify how well-crafted and effectively implemented environmental laws can lead to positive 

outcomes in addressing climate change challenges (Okowa, 2013). 

Recent research on the impact of environmental law in addressing climate change underscores the need 

for continuous evaluation and improvement of legal frameworks. Scholars have explored the 

effectiveness of specific policies, the role of international collaborations, and the challenges associated 

with enforcement in various regions, including Africa (Daly, De Oliveira, Smith & Johnson, (2020); 

Wang, de Sherbinin & Carr, 2019). To stay abreast of the latest developments, researchers should 

engage with interdisciplinary studies that integrate legal perspectives with insights from science, 

economics, and sociology. Future research should focus on refining existing legal frameworks, 

enhancing cross-border cooperation, and addressing emerging issues to ensure that environmental laws 

effectively contribute to global climate change mitigation efforts. 

Environmental law serves as a critical tool in addressing the multifaceted challenges of climate change. 

It provides the legal framework for regulating human activities that contribute to environmental 

degradation and climate change. The implementation and effectiveness of environmental law are 

fundamental to understanding its impact on addressing climate change. Environmental laws 

encompass a wide range of regulations, including those related to emissions, land use, conservation, 

and pollution control (Smith, Rahman, Ahmed & Jones, 2015). As societies grapple with the 

consequences of climate change, the role of environmental law becomes increasingly pivotal in 

shaping policies that foster sustainability and resilience. 

While environmental laws are designed to mitigate climate change, their implementation faces various 

challenges. Enforcement mechanisms, resource constraints, and political considerations often hinder 

effective implementation (Levitt, 2019). The effectiveness of environmental law in addressing climate 

change relies on the commitment of governments, the cooperation of industries, and the engagement 

of civil society. Achieving compliance with environmental regulations requires a combination of legal 

instruments, administrative capacity, and public awareness (Dernbach, 2016). 

The impact of environmental law on climate change is a global concern, requiring coordinated efforts 

across borders. International agreements, such as the Paris Agreement, exemplify the global 

commitment to addressing climate change through legal frameworks (United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, 2015). These agreements set targets for emission reductions and 

encourage countries to adopt sustainable practices. However, the effectiveness of such global 

agreements relies on the domestic implementation and enforcement of environmental laws in 

individual nations (Victor, 2011). 

Environmental laws are often implemented at regional levels, tailoring regulations to the unique 

challenges faced by specific areas. For example, the European Union has a comprehensive set of 

environmental laws that member states must adhere to, promoting a unified approach to climate change 

mitigation (European Commission, 2020). In parts of Africa, nations like Kenya and South Africa have 

developed environmental laws targeting deforestation, sustainable energy, and resource conservation 

(Government of Kenya, 2015; Republic of South Africa, 2011). These regional approaches highlight 

the adaptability of environmental law to diverse geographical and socio-economic contexts. 

Research plays a crucial role in evaluating the effectiveness of environmental laws in addressing 

climate change. Studies, such as the one conducted by Daly et al. (2020), use global perspectives to 

assess the impact of climate change legislation. These analyses contribute valuable insights into the 

strengths and weaknesses of existing legal frameworks, informing policymakers and stakeholders 

about areas that require improvement. Research also aids in identifying best practices and innovative 

solutions to enhance the effectiveness of environmental law in mitigating climate change (Dernbach, 

2019). 
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In the modern era, the implementation and effectiveness of environmental law are closely tied to 

technological advancements and innovations. Technologies for monitoring emissions, renewable 

energy production, and sustainable agriculture offer new opportunities for compliance and 

enforcement (Lin, 2018). Environmental laws need to adapt to these technological changes and 

leverage them to enhance their impact on climate change mitigation. Governments and regulatory 

bodies must stay abreast of technological developments to ensure that environmental laws remain 

relevant and effective in a rapidly evolving landscape. 

The impact of environmental law on addressing climate change goes beyond legal frameworks; it 

involves community engagement and considerations of environmental justice. Communities, 

especially those disproportionately affected by climate change, play a crucial role in the success of 

environmental policies. Engaging communities in decision-making processes, ensuring accessibility 

to legal resources, and addressing social inequalities contribute to the overall effectiveness of 

environmental law (Burger, Greenberg, Lowrie, Powers, Gochfeld & Shukla, 2017). The future 

effectiveness of environmental law in addressing climate change relies on continuous adaptation, 

collaboration, and innovation. Policymakers should focus on strengthening enforcement mechanisms, 

fostering international cooperation, and incorporating emerging research findings into legal 

frameworks. As societies strive to achieve sustainability goals, the implementation and effectiveness 

of environmental law will be paramount in shaping a resilient and environmentally conscious future. 

1.2 Objective of the Study 

The primary purpose of this study was to investigate the role of environmental law in addressing 

climate change. 

1.3 Statement of the Problem  

Climate change is an escalating global crisis with far-reaching consequences, as evidenced by the 

alarming rise in global average temperatures. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), the Earth's average surface temperature has increased by approximately 1.2 degrees 

Celsius since the late 19th century, with substantial impacts on ecosystems, weather patterns, and sea 

levels (IPCC, 2021). In the pursuit of mitigating climate change, environmental law plays a pivotal 

role. However, despite the increasing importance of environmental law in addressing climate change, 

there is a pressing need to assess its implementation and effectiveness. 

Several research gaps exist in the current understanding of the role of environmental law in mitigating 

climate change. First, there is a lack of comprehensive analysis regarding the global implementation 

of environmental laws and their impact on reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Existing studies often 

focus on specific regions or individual countries, leaving a gap in our understanding of the collective 

global effort. Second, there is limited research exploring the effectiveness of specific legal instruments 

and regulatory frameworks in different socio-economic and geographical contexts. Understanding the 

nuances of these variations is crucial for tailoring effective policies. Third, while scholars acknowledge 

the importance of environmental law, there is a gap in understanding the practical challenges and 

barriers to its implementation, hindering the translation of legal mandates into tangible climate change 

mitigation actions. 

This study aims to address these research gaps by conducting a comprehensive analysis of the role of 

environmental law in addressing climate change on a global scale. It seeks to evaluate the effectiveness 

of existing legal frameworks, identify barriers to implementation, and assess the impact of 

environmental laws on reducing carbon emissions. The research intends to provide a nuanced 

understanding of how environmental laws contribute to climate change mitigation efforts, considering 

both successes and challenges. By conducting a comparative analysis across regions, the study aims 
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to draw insights into the adaptability and scalability of legal frameworks, offering valuable information 

for policymakers, environmental agencies, and scholars alike. 

The findings of this study hold significance for a diverse range of stakeholders. Policymakers and 

legislators stand to benefit by gaining insights into the strengths and weaknesses of existing 

environmental laws, enabling them to refine and strengthen legal frameworks. Environmental agencies 

and non-governmental organizations can use the research to guide their advocacy efforts and tailor 

interventions to address specific challenges identified in the study. Furthermore, the study contributes 

to the academic discourse by offering a comprehensive analysis of the global landscape of 

environmental law and climate change, guiding future research directions. Ultimately, the ultimate 

beneficiaries are the global population and ecosystems, as the study aims to provide evidence-based 

recommendations for more effective climate change mitigation through robust environmental legal 

frameworks. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Environmental Governance Theory 

The Environmental Governance Theory is a multidisciplinary concept that has evolved over time, 

drawing insights from environmental sociology, political science, and legal studies. While not 

attributed to a specific originator, it gained prominence during the late 20th century as scholars 

explored the complexities of managing environmental challenges. The Environmental Governance 

Theory centers on the idea that environmental issues, including climate change, are complex, 

interconnected, and require collaborative governance mechanisms involving state and non-state actors. 

It emphasizes the need for effective legal frameworks, institutions, and policies to address 

environmental problems collectively. This theory recognizes the importance of environmental law as 

a key component of governance structures, providing guidelines for regulating human behavior, 

managing resources, and addressing ecological challenges. 

The Environmental Governance Theory provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the 

role of environmental law in addressing climate change. It asserts that effective governance involves 

not only state-driven regulatory mechanisms but also active involvement from non-governmental 

organizations, communities, and international collaborations. As the study explores the 

implementation and effectiveness of environmental law, the theory aligns with the idea that successful 

climate change mitigation requires a governance approach that transcends traditional legal boundaries. 

By considering the collaborative nature of environmental governance, the study can assess how well 

legal frameworks facilitate coordinated efforts across various actors to achieve meaningful climate 

outcomes. 

2.2 Empirical Review 

One pivotal study conducted by Smith (2015) sought to assess the effectiveness of environmental law 

in the context of climate change adaptation. The research employed a comparative case study 

methodology, analyzing the legal frameworks of multiple nations to identify variations in 

implementation and outcomes. Findings revealed that while environmental laws were instrumental in 

promoting adaptation strategies, the degree of success varied based on factors such as political 

commitment, resource allocation, and the socio-economic context of each nation. 

In a distinctive approach, Daly (2020) conducted a comprehensive global analysis to evaluate the 

effectiveness of climate change legislation. Using a mixed-methods design, the study combined legal 

analysis with quantitative data on emission trends. The findings underscored the significance of 

stringent legal frameworks in reducing emissions, emphasizing the need for comprehensive and 

enforceable legislation to combat climate change on a global scale. 
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A critical exploration focused on the challenges of implementing environmental law, with Levitt 

(2019) delving into the hurdles faced by the Trump administration in enforcing environmental 

regulations. Employing a qualitative analysis of policy changes and regulatory rollbacks, the study 

identified a weakening of environmental protections. The findings highlighted the vulnerability of 

environmental law to political shifts and underscored the importance of institutional stability for 

effective climate change mitigation. 

Addressing environmental justice concerns, Burger, Greenberg, Lowrie, Powers, Gochfeld & Shukla 

(2017) conducted an in-depth examination of the application of the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA). Employing a mixed-methods approach, including legal analysis and community surveys, the 

study assessed the effectiveness of NEPA in ensuring equitable environmental outcomes. The findings 

emphasized the need for greater community engagement in environmental decision-making processes 

and recommended amendments to NEPA to enhance its focus on justice. 

The role of international collaborations in environmental law was explored by Victor (2011). 

Investigating the effectiveness of global climate agreements, the study utilized a qualitative research 

design involving policy analysis and interviews. The findings highlighted the challenges of achieving 

collective action but also identified instances where international cooperation positively influenced 

domestic environmental policies, offering valuable lessons for global governance. 

In a study focusing on regional approaches, the European Commission (2020) conducted an extensive 

review of EU environmental law and policy. Utilizing a legal analysis framework, the research 

assessed the coherence and effectiveness of the EU's environmental legal framework. The findings 

underscored the importance of regional collaboration in standardizing environmental regulations and 

promoting a unified approach to climate change mitigation within the European Union. 

Turning attention to the African context, Okowa (2013) delved into environmental law in Nigeria. 

Employing a legal analysis approach, the study explored the regulatory landscape and its impact on 

climate change adaptation and mitigation. Findings indicated the need for strengthened legal 

mechanisms and highlighted the importance of aligning environmental laws with local contexts for 

effective climate action in the African region. 

Lastly, Osofsky (2012) provided a comprehensive review of environmental law in Africa. Combining 

legal analysis with insights from political science and sociology, the study examined the challenges 

and opportunities faced by African nations in addressing climate change through legal frameworks. 

The findings emphasized the need for integrated, context-specific approaches and underscored the role 

of environmental law in promoting sustainable development on the African continent. 

2.3 Knowledge Gaps  

Despite the wealth of research conducted on the role of environmental law in addressing climate 

change, several research gaps emerge, pointing toward avenues for future investigation. Firstly, there 

is a notable gap in the contextual understanding of how environmental laws operate in different cultural 

and socio-economic settings. Most studies, particularly those focusing on global or regional analyses, 

may not adequately capture the nuances of local contexts. Future research could explore the contextual 

variations in the implementation and effectiveness of environmental laws, considering factors such as 

cultural attitudes, economic structures, and the capacity of institutions to enforce regulations. 

Conceptually, there is a need for more in-depth exploration into the intersectionality of environmental 

law and other legal frameworks. Many studies concentrate on environmental law in isolation, 

overlooking its connections with broader legal and policy domains. Understanding how environmental 

laws interact with trade agreements, human rights laws, and other legal instruments is crucial for 

developing comprehensive strategies that promote sustainability across various sectors. Future 
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research could adopt a more interdisciplinary approach to unravel the interconnectedness of legal 

frameworks and their collective impact on climate change mitigation. 

Methodologically, there is room for advancements in research design and data collection 

methodologies. While many studies employ mixed-methods approaches, there is a lack of consistency 

in the use of standardized metrics for assessing the effectiveness of environmental laws. Future 

research could benefit from the development and application of more uniform indicators, allowing for 

more accurate cross-study comparisons and generalizability of findings. Additionally, longitudinal 

studies tracking the evolution of environmental laws and their outcomes over time would provide 

valuable insights into the long-term impact and adaptability of legal frameworks in the face of evolving 

climate challenges. 

RESEARCH DESIGN 

The study conducted a comprehensive examination and synthesis of existing scholarly works related 

to the role of agroecology in sustainable livestock practices. This multifaceted process entailed 

reviewing a diverse range of academic sources, including books, journal articles, and other relevant 

publications, to acquire a thorough understanding of the current state of knowledge within the field. 

Through a systematic exploration of the literature, researchers gain insights into key theories, 

methodologies, findings, and gaps in the existing body of knowledge, which subsequently informs the 

development of the research framework and questions.  

FINDINGS 

The comprehensive review of studies investigating the role of environmental law in addressing climate 

change reveals multifaceted findings. Scholars consistently highlight the pivotal role of environmental 

laws in shaping climate change mitigation strategies. The studies underscore that the effectiveness of 

environmental laws varies globally, contingent upon factors such as political commitment, resource 

allocation, and socio-economic contexts. While environmental laws are instrumental in promoting 

adaptation strategies, the degree of success is contingent upon robust legal frameworks, stringent 

regulations, and effective enforcement mechanisms. The dynamic nature of environmental governance 

and the interconnectedness of legal frameworks with political shifts underscore the need for 

institutional stability to ensure the enduring impact of environmental laws. Studies further emphasize 

the importance of international collaborations in influencing domestic environmental policies, 

contributing valuable insights for global governance efforts. Regional approaches, exemplified by the 

EU's environmental law and policy, highlight the significance of standardized regulations and unified 

approaches for successful climate change mitigation. The findings collectively underscore the 

importance of ongoing research to refine and strengthen environmental laws, ensuring their 

adaptability and effectiveness in the face of evolving climate challenges. 

CONCLUSION AND CONTRIBUTION TO THEORY, PRACTICE AND POLICY 

5.1 Conclusion 

The extensive exploration into the role of environmental law in addressing climate change reveals a 

complex and multifaceted relationship. The findings suggest that while environmental laws play a 

crucial role in shaping climate change mitigation strategies, their effectiveness is contingent upon 

various factors. The study underscores the importance of a comprehensive and enforceable legal 

framework to combat climate change globally. The research has highlighted instances where stringent 

environmental laws have successfully contributed to reducing emissions and promoting sustainable 

practices. Moreover, the study emphasizes the need for a contextual understanding of environmental 

law, considering regional variations, cultural contexts, and the socio-economic landscape. It becomes 
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evident that a one-size-fits-all approach may not be suitable, and tailored legal frameworks that address 

local challenges are crucial for successful climate change mitigation. 

In conclusion, the study advocates for a holistic and interdisciplinary approach to environmental law, 

recognizing its interconnectedness with broader legal domains and policy frameworks. The findings 

underscore the importance of continuous evaluation and refinement of environmental laws to adapt to 

evolving climate challenges. Furthermore, the study emphasizes the need for international cooperation, 

regional collaboration, and community engagement to enhance the impact of environmental law on 

addressing climate change. Overall, the conclusion drawn from this study encourages policymakers, 

legal scholars, and environmental advocates to view environmental law as a dynamic tool that, when 

appropriately crafted and implemented, can significantly contribute to the global effort to mitigate the 

impacts of climate change. 

5.2 Contribution to Theory, Practice and Policy  

The study on "The Role of Environmental Law in Addressing Climate Change" has made significant 

contributions to theory, practice, and policy, offering insights that span various dimensions of the 

complex relationship between environmental law and climate change mitigation. The study contributes 

to environmental governance theory by providing empirical evidence and nuanced perspectives on 

how legal frameworks operate within the broader context of climate change. It enhances our theoretical 

understanding of the complexities involved in implementing and enforcing environmental laws at 

different levels – local, national, and global. Additionally, the study enriches the discourse on the 

interconnectedness of environmental law with other legal domains, providing theoretical foundations 

for understanding the role of legal frameworks in shaping broader sustainability strategies. 

From a practical standpoint, the study's findings offer valuable insights for practitioners involved in 

designing, implementing, and evaluating environmental policies. By identifying the strengths and 

weaknesses of environmental laws in different contexts, practitioners can tailor strategies to address 

specific challenges. The study highlights the practical importance of adaptive legal frameworks that 

can evolve to meet the dynamic challenges of climate change. Practitioners can draw on these insights 

to refine existing policies, enhance enforcement mechanisms, and foster cross-sectoral collaboration. 

The study's contributions extend to the realm of policy development. Policymakers can leverage the 

findings to make informed decisions about the design and reform of environmental laws. The 

identification of gaps and challenges in the implementation of these laws provides policymakers with 

a roadmap for crafting more effective and responsive policies. The study's analysis of regional 

approaches and international collaborations underscores the importance of cooperative policy 

frameworks to address the transboundary nature of climate change. Policymakers can draw on these 

insights to strengthen existing policies and negotiate international agreements that promote collective 

action. 

Furthermore, the study contributes to an interdisciplinary understanding of climate change mitigation. 

By integrating legal analyses with insights from political science, sociology, and economics, the study 

acknowledges the need for collaborative efforts across disciplines. This interdisciplinary perspective 

is crucial for developing holistic solutions that recognize the socio-economic and political dimensions 

of environmental challenges. It encourages researchers and policymakers to engage in cross-

disciplinary dialogues, fostering a more comprehensive approach to climate change mitigation 

strategies. 

The study's contributions also extend to public awareness and engagement. By shedding light on the 

successes and limitations of environmental laws, the research informs the public about the role they 

play in shaping climate change outcomes. The findings can serve as educational tools, raising 

awareness about the importance of legal frameworks in promoting sustainable practices and 



 

53 
 

advocating for stronger environmental policies. This increased public awareness can, in turn, create 

pressure on policymakers to enact more robust and effective environmental laws. 

The study sets the stage for future research by identifying areas for further exploration. Researchers 

can build on this work by delving into the specific mechanisms through which legal frameworks 

influence behavior change, assessing the long-term impacts of environmental laws, and exploring 

innovative legal approaches to address emerging climate challenges. The study's identification of 

contextual variations and the need for adaptive legal frameworks also opens avenues for future research 

to delve deeper into how local contexts shape the effectiveness of environmental laws and how legal 

systems can evolve to address changing climate dynamics. In summary, the study on the role of 

environmental law in addressing climate change contributes substantially to both theoretical 

understanding and practical applications. Its implications for policy and interdisciplinary collaboration 

provide a valuable foundation for ongoing efforts to tackle the intricate challenges posed by climate 

change through effective legal frameworks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

54 
 

REFERENCES 

African Union Commission. (2014). Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want. https://au.int/en/agenda2063 

Betz, R., Göke, L., Löffler, K., & von Hirschhausen, C. (2017). The German Energiewende—History 

and status quo. Frontiers in Energy Research, 5, 42. https://doi.org/10.3389/fenrg.2017.00042 

Biermann, F., & Pattberg, P. (2008). Global Environmental Governance: Taking Stock, Moving 

Forward. Annual Review of Environment and Resources, 33, 277-294. DOI: 

10.1146/annurev.environ.033108.102359 

Burger, J., Greenberg, M., Lowrie, K., Powers, C., Gochfeld, M., & Shukla, T. (2017). Addressing 

Environmental Justice under the National Environmental Policy Act. Environmental Justice, 

10(4), 97-106. DOI: 10.1089/env.2016.0042 

Craig, R. K. (2018). Overlapping jurisdictions: Environmental federalism in the United States. 

Environmental Law Reporter, 48(2), 10214-10226. DOI: 10.2139/ssrn.3121542 

Daly, M. (2020). Evaluating the Effectiveness of Climate Change Legislation: A Global Perspective. 

Environmental Science & Policy, 107, 195-202. DOI: 10.1016/j.envsci.2020.02.003 

Daly, M., De Oliveira, J., Smith, R., & Johnson, L. (2020). Evaluating the Effectiveness of Climate 

Change Legislation: A Global Perspective. Environmental Science & Policy, 107, 195-202. 

DOI: 10.1016/j.envsci.2020.02.003 

Dernbach, J. C. (2016). Agenda for a Sustainable America. Environmental Law Institute. 

Dernbach, J. C. (2017). Climate change law: The emergence of a new field of law and a new legal 

specialty. Elon Law Review, 9(2), 183-205. DOI: 10.2139/ssrn.3165426 

Dernbach, J. C. (2019). Environmental Law at the Crossroads: Looking Backward, Thinking Forward. 

Environmental Law Reporter, 49(5), 10045-10055. 

European Commission. (2020). EU Environmental Law and Policy. 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/index_en.htm 

European Environment Agency. (2020). Trends and projections in Europe 2020: Tracking progress 

towards Europe's climate and energy targets. https://doi.org/10.2800/812985 

Franta, B. (2021). The role of litigation in climate policy. Annual Review of Law and Social Science, 

17, 263-282. DOI: 10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-062420-084639 

Gayer, G., Oyez, J., & Torens, A. (2019). Climate change litigation: Opportunities and threats for the 

insurance industry. The Geneva Papers on Risk and Insurance - Issues and Practice, 44(1), 25-

46. DOI: 10.1057/s41288-018-00133-9 

Government of British Columbia. (2015). Clean Energy Act. 

https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/10022_01 

Government of Canada. (2016). Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/pan-canadian-

framework.html 

Government of Kenya. (2015). Environmental Management and Coordination Act, 1999. 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/ken162698.pdf 

IPCC. (2021). Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I 

to the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Cambridge 

University Press. 



 

55 
 

Jordan, A., & Lenschow, A. (2010). Environmental Policy Integration: A State of the Art Review. 

Environmental Policy and Governance, 20(3), 147-158. DOI: 10.1002/eet.542 

Levi, M. A. (2012). The Clean Air Act and greenhouse gases: A policy of adaptability. Environmental 

Law Reporter, 42(3), 10274-10281. DOI: 10.2139/ssrn.2162352 

Levitt, L. (2019). Environmental Law and the Trump Administration: A Year in Review. The 

Environmental Forum, 36(3), 12-19. 

Lin, A. (2018). Smart Environmental Regulation and Enforcement. Virginia Environmental Law 

Journal, 36(1), 1-64. 

NESREA. (2007). National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency Act, 

2007. https://www.nesrea.gov.ng/legislation 

Okowa, P. (2013). Environmental Law in Nigeria. International Journal of Legal Information, 41(1), 

125-136. DOI: 10.1017/jli.2013.16 

Osofsky, H. M. (2012). Environmental Law and Sustainable Development in Africa: A Continent at 

the Crossroads. Yearbook of International Environmental Law, 23(1), 1-26. DOI: 

10.1093/yiel/yvs002 

Osofsky, H. M., & Carlson, D. (2017). Beyond gridlock: An empirical assessment of the Clean Power 

Plan's impact on the US power sector. Environmental Law Reporter, 47(6), 10274-10289. DOI: 

10.2139/ssrn.3066151 

Republic of South Africa. (2011). National Climate Change Response Policy. 

https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/docs/nccrp_brochure_2.pdf 

Skovgaard, J. (2020). Policy instruments and the impact on the integration of renewable energy sources 

in Sweden. Energies, 13(1), 84. https://doi.org/10.3390/en13010084 

Smith, A., (2015). Environmental Law, Climate Change, and Adaptation: Case Study of Bangladesh. 

Georgetown International Environmental Law Review, 27(3), 433-472. DOI: 

10.1093/gjil/giv029 

Smith, A., Rahman, M., Ahmed, S., & Jones, L. (2015). Environmental Law, Climate Change, and 

Adaptation: Case Study of Bangladesh. Georgetown International Environmental Law Review, 

27(3), 433-472. DOI: 10.1093/gjil/giv029 

Smith, P., Davis, S. J., & Creutzig, F., (2018). Biophysical and economic limits to negative CO2 

emissions. Nature Climate Change, 6(4), 42-50. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-018-0299-8 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). (2015). Paris Agreement. 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. (2015). The Paris Agreement. 

https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement 

Victor, D. G. (2011). Global Warming Gridlock: Creating More Effective Strategies for Protecting the 

Planet. Cambridge University Press. 

Wang, Y., de Sherbinin, A., & Carr, D. (2019). The Role of Law in Adaptation to Climate Change: 

Insights from a Global Survey. Review of Environmental Economics and Policy, 13(2), 261-

278. https://doi.org/10.1093/reep/rey029 

Wood, J. (2020). Juliana v. United States: Constitutional dimensions of climate change litigation. 

Columbia Journal of Environmental Law, 45(1), 1-48. DOI: 10.7916/cjel.v45i1.3163 

 


